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ERO A GRIAL 


The National Council of Churches 


Let There Be an 
Effective Protest 


Ali across America and throughout the free 
world there is mounting indignation and con- 
cern over the National Council’s advocacy of 
the recognition of Red China and her admis- 
sion into the United Nations. 


This reaction is found among leaders in all 
of the major denominations and many feel that 
unless immediate and strong protests are made, 
along with disavowals to our State Department, 
grave harm may be done. 


Our own church is a member of the National 
Council, but, we find our hands tied to make 
any effective protest. Those at the head of the 
Council, along with staff members who do so 
much behind the scenes to direct the policies 
of this organization, seem adamant in their 
position and have laid themselves wide open to 
the severest criticism. In fact, these men have 
in this action lined themselves and the National 
Council squarely behind the present Communist 
line. 


If any of them do not like this statement let 
them repudiate their position. Otherwise they 
and their actions will be increasingly suspect. 


In saying this we are not taking a stand against 
the principle back of the National Council. 
There is need for an agency which can, in 
mutually agreed areas, represent Protestantism 
as a whole. 

Nor do we wish to make an all-inclusive 
criticism of the National Council. There are 
activities and individuals which are rendering 
an acceptable and effective service. 

But this we assert: as now constituted the 
National Council has become an ecclesiastical 
octopus which in an increasing degree is try- 
ing to influence all of the constituting churches 
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of the Council and this influence only too often 
‘comes from men whose concept of the Church 


is widely at variance with that of our own de- 
nomination. We have the frightening fact that 
an agency for the Church has left the role of 
servant to assume the position of master. 


This bold adventure into the realm of con- 
troversial political, social and economic affairs, 
and now highlighted by the recommendation 
that we recognize Red China and admit her to 
the United Nations, is an illustration of the 
dangerous ground on which some of these 
ecclesiastical adventurers will tread and _ the 
grave danger their leadership offers to the 
spiritual welfare of the Church. 


The following letter has been sent to 50,000 
Protestant clergymen and is signed by Bishops 
Corson and Welch of the Methodist Church, 
Dr. Daniel Poling, Dr. Norman Vincent Peale 
and Congressman Walter Judd; 


It is hoped that ‘many leaders in our own 
church will join in this protest and take steps 
to oppose the present leadership of the National 
Council. 

—The Editors 


Dear Friend: 


“On November 2l1st, in Cleveland, delegates 
to a World Order Study Conference, sponsored 
by the National Council of Churches of Christ in 
the U. S. A., voted unanimously in support of a 
Resolution favoring our country’s recognition 
of the Communist Regime in China and its ad- 
mission to the United Nations. The press in this 
country and, in particular, abroad reported this 
Resolution widely as an indication of the senti- 
ments of the American Protestant community. 


Needless to say these reports caused dismay 
among our allies in Asia who have valiantly 
withstood Communist pressures and aggression 
and who count on the people of our country to 
stand with them. Even more heartbreaking must 
be the effect on the millions of Chinese living 
under Communist slavery, many of them our 
fellow Protestants, when they read the reports 
of this Resolution in their communist-controlled 
press. 
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We firmly believe that the action taken in 
Cleveland does not represent the thinking of the 
overwhelming majority of American Protestants, 
clergy and lay. We believe that it must be taken 
as merely the point of view of those delegates 
who voted for it. Further, we believe that this 
action is inconsistent not only with the standards 
of the United Nations but also with the clear 
principles of morality and Christian faith. 


In passing this Resolution, not a word was 
mentioned about the relentless drive toward 
atheism conducted by the communist masters 
of the Chinese Mainland; about the Peping 
regime’s continued pogroms which have slaugh- 
tered millions of the Chinese people; about Red 
China’s torture and imprisonment of Protestants 
and other religious martyrs; about the con- 
tinued imprisonment of young American service- 
men; about its continued and open aggressive ac- 
tions against its neighbors and our own country; 
and its defiance of the U. N. 


We believe it is important to set the record 
straight and to show the world where the Ameri- 
can Protestant community stands. It is in this 
belief that we are sending this letter to you 
and to other Protestant clergymen of all denomi- 
nations with an urgent request that you make 
your individual point of view known on two 
simple and yet paramount questions: 


(a) Do you favor recognition of Communist 
China by the United States? 


(b) Do you favor the admission of Communist 
China to the United Nations? 


We urge that you complete the enclosed form 
as soon as possible and return it to us with an 
indication of your sentiment. We hope that you 
will join thousands of other clergymen through- 
out the country in registering your opposition 
to any actions which would betray the people 
of China, our allies and the basic tenets of our 
Christian morality. We look forward to hearing 
from you by return mail. 


Sincerely, 


Fred P. Corson 
Daniel A. Poling 
Walter H. Judd 
Norman Vincent Peale 
Herbert Welch 


“Be Strong and 
of Good Courage!” 


1:1-9 


Now after the death of Moses, the servant of 
the Lord, it came to pass that the Lord spake 
unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ minister, 
saying: 





Joshua 


“Moses my servant is dead; now therefore 
arise, go over this Jordan, thou and all this peo- 


ple, unto the land which I do give to them... . 
There shall not any man be able to stand be 
fore thee all the days of thy life: as I was with 
Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail 
thee, nor forsake thee. BE STRONG AND OF 
GOOD COURAGE: for unto this people shalt 
thou divide for an inheritance the land which I 
sware unto their fathers to give them. Only be 
thou strong and very courageous, that thou 
mayest observe to do according to all the law, 
which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn 
not from it to the right or to the left, that thou 
mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. 


“This book of the law shall not depart out 
of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein 
day and night, that thou mayest observe to do 
according to all that is written therein: for 
then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and 
then thou shalt have good success. 


“Have I not commanded thee? BE STRONG 
AND OF GOOD COURAGE! Be not afraid, 
neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy 
God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.” 





The above is God talking to a young man getting 
ready to go to war. Add to this the picture of 
George Washington, kneeling in the snow at Valley 
Forge, praying to his God; Stonewall Jackson, 
kneeling in the buckwheat fields of the Shenan- 
doah Valley, praying to his God; George Patton 
in the Battle of the Bulge, standing beside his 
tank, knee-deep in snow, helmet in hand, praying 
to his God; Ike Eisenhower, the greatest soldier of 
them all, taking the first few minutes of his first 
inaugural address, praying to his God. These were 
all strong men and great soldiers. Is not this suf- 
ficient proof that the soldier needs God? 


—Wnm. E. Brougher 
Teacher 
The author of the above who signs himself 
teacher was a brigadier general in the U. S. 
Army on Bataan and survived three and a half 
years in a Japanese prison. 


—W.C. R. 





Grace and Faith 


Eph. 2:8 “For by grace are ye saved through 
faith, and that not of yourselves: it is the gift 
of God’. 


Grace and faith are two very precious words. 
They are connected in our text. They represent 
the two sides of salvation; God’s side and our 
side. Grace is His side: faith is our side. Faith 
takes what God gives. God gives eternal life 
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through Jesus Christ. Faith lays hold upon 
eternal life. 


Salvation by gtace through faith is one of the 
outstanding doctrines of the Bible and of the 
Protestant Church. This truth was preached 
by the Early Church but gradually was covered 
up with a lot of man-made traditions. Martin 
Luther was cne of the many Reformers to dis- 
cover and uncover and proclaim this truth. Let 
us look at these two words: 


I. Grace: Grace is mercy to the undeserving. 
It was out of His “mere good pleasure” that God 
provided a Redeemer, not because He owed it 
to us. 


1. There is the glory of His grace. The 
heavens declare the glory of God. But the Plan 
of Redemption which runs like a scarlet thread 
through the Bible, is the best revelation of His 
glory. 

2. Then there is “the riches of His grace’”’. 

We are redeemed by His grace; quickened by 
His grace; forgiven by His grace; exalted by 
His grace. Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though He was rich yet for your 
sakes He became poor that we through His 
poverty might be rich. We have the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ. 


Is it any wonder that all Evangelical Hymn 
Books are full of hymns that sing of grace? 
“Amazing Grace”; “I will Sing of My Re- 
deemer”; “Majestic Sweetness”; “Awake My 
Soul in Joyful Lays”, etc. 


II. Faith: faith is the hand that takes the 
gift of God. Even God cannot give to those 
who refuse to' take. (However, the Spirit of 
God makes us willing). In the Bible faith is 
described in several ways: 


Faith is Believing: “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved.” 


Faith is Receiving: “As many as received Him, 
to them gave He power to become the sons of 
God.” 


Faith is Resting upon or Trusting: “I know 
whom I have believed and am persuaded that 
He is able to keep that which I have committed 
unto Him.” 


Faith is Calling upon: “Whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 


Faith is Coming: Him that cometh to me I 
will in no wise cast out.” 


Spell it out: Forsaking All, I Take Him: 
FAITH. 


me ty 
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The Threat To Resign 


One hears of various ministers who hav. 
forced the hand of their officers or of their con. 
gregation by threatening to resign if they could 
not have their wav. Concerning such a pro 
cedure much might be said. For one thing ir 
savors of the way of the world rather than of 
the Saviour Who when He suffered threatened 
not but committed Himself unto Him Who 
judges righteously. Then the aftermath which 
is left after such threats is not so good. Here 
is a fine elder who relates such episodes with 
the comment: “it just seemed to us that the 
minister had never grown up.” More serious 
yet, it carries implication that the minister is 
putting himself and his own glory and dignity 
above that of the Church. Has such a brothe 
forgotten, or never realized, that the ministry 
exists for the Church not the Church for the 
ministry? Weigh the words of the Apostle iS 
found in the best Greek text: “If any man 
destroy the temple of God him will God destroy 
for the temple of God is holy.” 


Perhaps, the best answer I have heard to 
such methods is the incident one of our oldei 
students tells on himself. After he was con 
verted he gave up his work as an actor and be 
came a zealous Superintendent of the Sunday 
School. Under his hard work and earnest 
prayers the school grew and flourished. But 
some of the Session were put out at details of 
the new program and put the brother on the 
carpet. Well, relying on the ways of the world 
from which he had so recently come, he “told- 
off’ the Session Committee and punctuated his 
reply by his resignation. Then he _ returned 
home to tell the little lady what a hero hei 
great big husband was. She heard him out, but 
instead of praising “the hero”, she asked: “But 
you told me that God has called you to do this 
work for Him”. “Yes, of course,” the would-be- 
hero answered, “but don’t you see I told them 
off.” “Yes”, she murmured, “but are you sure 
that God called you to do this work”. “Of 
course, I am sure that God called me to the 
work, but then “Well if you know that 
God called you to the work”, was her penetrat- 
ing reply, “what business have you resigning 
it? 

With the wind out of his sails the ex-superin- 
tendent asked his life partner, “Well, what 
ought I do?” “It seems to me”, she ventured, 
“the only thing you can do is to go back to 
those men and apologize and ask your place 
back as Superintendent of the Sunday School.” 

Take a tip from that student (now pastor) 's 
little lady. If God has called you to this task, 
how dare you threaten to resign the work He 
has put into your hands because you cannot get 
your own way? The Lord has a solemn word 
for the man that putteth his hand to the plow 
and looketh back. —W. C. R. 
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Atlas and the Angels 


The closing days of 1958 witnessed an ultra- 
modern observance of the Birthday of the Prince 
of Peace. From the largest man-made satellite 
ever launched into outer space, the recorded 
voice of the President of the United States was 
heard broadcasting to the world the Nativity- 
message: “Peace on earth, good will toward 
men.” A bit paradoxical is it not—an expression 
of peace hurtling in from a potential instru- 
ment of war as it “orbits” the earth every 101 
minutes? 


The first century heralds of this message were 
angels—the twentieth century “messenger” is At- 
las, an 8700 pound satellite. Atlas and the 
angels—couriers of peace from outer space! How 
similar the announcements; but how different 
the announcers! The Atlas of Greek mythology 
was a Titan supporting the pillars of heaven 
on his shoulders; figuratively, one who bears 
a great burden. The Atlas of modern Americana 
although supported by the heavens, still bears 
a great burden—not simply the burden of a 
great message, but a great burden of respon- 
sibility in operating consistently with the mes- 
sage. But Atlas is no angel. While he speaks 
softly, and we believe sincerely, he carries a 
“big stick.” He conveys our nation’s desire for 
peace, while dramatizing her preparedness for 
war. He portrays a posture deemed both prac- 
tical and expedient toward those who display 
more respect for the might of men than rev- 
erence for the power of God. Atlas proclaims 
a 20th century version of Napoleon’s maxim: 
“God is on the side of the biggest battalions.” 
But history, as well as Napoleon’s own exper- 
ience, abundantly testifies that this is true only 
when the biggest battalions are on the side 
of God. 


Notwithstanding, both the angels and Atlas 
have communicated from outer space their mes- 
sages of peace. But do they really proclaim the 
same message? The wording is similar. But it 
is quickly seen that the message of Atlas is no 
more than a fragmentized excerpt from the mes- 
sage of the angels. Atlas beams its wistful hope 
for peace and good will among men with a tacit 
warning to the war-mongers: “In the light of 
our military superiority you had better think 
twice before you start something.” We believe 
such an attitude to be no more morally wrong 
than that of a police captain who warns those 
disposed toward crime that he has the force 
necessary to apprehend them if they violate the 
law. It is perhaps the only kind of peace we 
can realistically hope for among men who are 
not of good will, men utterly opposed to God's 
will—peace by military power, like the Pax 
Romanus, the peace the Roman world knew 
for a season at the time of our Lord’s birth. 
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But it is a far cry from the angelic Annuncia- 
tion heard by humble shepherds in far off Ju- 
daean hills. While Atlas says to the proud ag- 
gressor: “Behold, and be afraid,” the Nativity 
angel says to lowly hearts: “Be not afraid, for 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy 
which shall be to all people; for unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
who is Christ the Lord.” Ah, here is the great 
omission and the great difference! Atlas adver- 
tizes to the world a bigger and better satellite 
which, it is hoped, will prove a deterrent to war 
and an instrument of peace. The angel an- 
nounces the birth of a Saviour who by the 
blood of His cross would reconcile sinful men 
to an holy God and thereby bring His perfect 
peace to human hearts—embattled and em- 
bittered by the forces of sin and darkness. Atlas 
shouts: “Glory to man in his scientific greatness. 
Peace on earth, good will toward men every- 
where.” The angels sing “Glory to God in the 
highest and (in the more meaningful language 
of a modern speech translation) peace on earth 
to men who please Him.” 


The Christians among the 175,000 inhabitants 
of Littlke Quemoy have had just a taste of the 
horrors of modern warfare. The belching fire 
and thunder of tanks and guns, the violent ex- 
plosions of jets breaking the sound barrier, the 
senseless and ceaseless Red bombings which have 
taken their greatest toll among the children, 
the utter destruction of their school and their 
church, have left them no semblance of outward 
peace. But these Chinese Christians testify to 
the inner peace of God as they gather to wor- 
ship by night on piles of brick on the shambles 
of what was once their church. 

This is the peace of which the angels spoke 
on that first Christmas night. It is the peace 
which possesses the hearts of all who receive the 
Saviour who is Christ our Lord, and allow Him 
to make their lives pleasing to God. This is 
the peace we must offer to men until the cele- 
bration of His first Advent gives way to the 
Glory of His Second Coming and the kingdoms 
of this world become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and His Christ. 

—G. S. 





Light 


Light was the first thing that God created 
on this earth. God does things in the order of 
their importance, which proves that light is the 
most necessary and important thing to life. 


All natural, or physical light, comes from 
God through the sun. All spiritual light comes 
from God through the Son. 

Many lightless (within themselves) objects 
reflect the sun’s light, for instance, the moon 
and your electric light bulb. And many light- 
less (within themselves) people reflect the light 
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of the Son. These are the real Christians, the 
followers of God’s Son, Christ, who, believing 
on Him and serving Him, reflect His radiance 
on a drab and spiritually dark world. 


Light works from the outside. It warms what- 
ever it shines upon and causes life to grow and 
develop. It causes the unseen to be seen, the un- 
known and defects to be revealed. Light guides, 
as typified by the lighthouse. Light is synony- 
mous with life and joy, darkness with death 
and gloom. These things being true, then, 
is it not absolutely necessary that the 
Christian, through prayer and service, keep him- 
self bright and untarnished so that God's glory 
may shine through him and illuminate all those 
within the radius of his reflection? 


“Ye are the light of the world” said Jesus 
and if today the world is dark, then some 
Christians must not be doing much reflecting. 
A good measuring rod is this, “Let your light 
so shine before men that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is 
in heaven”. 


The world is hungry for the radiance of His 
smile. The Christian alone can transmit it. 


—R. LeC. 














December 12th, 1958 
Dear Dr. Dendy, 


I was informed by one of our good Ministers 
that in the early edition of the RSV New Test. 
that in Math. 1:16 it referred to Joseph as the 
father of Jesus. 


Have you seen this? Do you have one of these 
Testaments? If so where can I get one? Either 
buy, borrow or rent for about 30 days. I under- 
stand that they were forced to change in the later 
editions. But just the same this clearly shows their 
original intentions. 


Please help me on this point if you can. 
Sincerely, 
W. R. Willauer 





Dec. 19, 1958 
Mr. W. R. Willauer, 
Sullivan’s Island, S. C. 


Dear Mr. Willauer: 


Your thoughtful letter to THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL has come to my desk. 
In reply, the facts are these: 


The first edition of the RSV New Testament, 
that of 1946, did not have the footnote to which 
you refer. But the first edition of the Bible, that 
of 1952, does have under Matthew 1.16, the follow- 
ing footnote: 


“Other ancient authorities read, Joseph to whom 
was betrothed the virgin Mary was the father of 
Jesus who is called Christ.” 
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Something over two million of these copies were 
sold and presumably you could find this edition 
in any good library. Unfortunately many people 
still use that edition and think that the RSV Com- 
mittee with its supposedly great scholarship sup- 
ports that footnote. In 1955 I found Cambridge 
and Oxford scholars using the 1952 edition and so 
reasoning. 


When conservative scholars objected to this 
reading their objections were, for a time, brushed 
aside with the declaration that if it were not cor- 
rect “we” would not have put the footnote there, 
But I stumbled on two books which showed how 
the error arose. By this discovery I was able to 
convince a meeting of Evangelical Theological Pro- 
fessors in Chattanooga early in 1953 that the foot- 
note was in error. One of those who defended 
this error at the meeting immediately thereafter 
wrote to his mentor, Professor Cadbury of Har- 
vard, telling him that I had shown up the error. 
The result was that Cadbury, who is reported as 
being the chief translator of the RSV NT, directed 
that the footnote be omitted in the future. This 
has been done, but so far as I know, neither the 
RSV Committee nor those Boards and agencies 
which supported the RSV translation has made any 
public effort to notify those who bought this 1952 
edition on their recommendation that the footnote 
was in error and ought to be deleted. 


The two books which enabled me to ferret vut 
the error and force the RSV to change the same 
were two harmonies of Matthew, Mark and Luke, 
one by two German scholars, the Huck-Lietzmann, 
Greek Synopsis of the First Three Gospels and a 
volume put out by three chief members of the 
RSV translation committee, Cadbury, Craig and 
Grant and entitled, Gospel Parallels, 1949. In the 
Huck-Lietzmann work the variant readings under 
Matthew are given accurately and in them Joseph 
appears always in the accusative case only, except 
in the one variation known as the Sinaitic Syriac 
where he appears twice, once in the nominative 
case. But in the Gospel Parallels these variant 
readings are inaccurately reported. Gospel Par- 
allels reads four sets of authorities thus: “Joseph, 
to whom was betrothed the virgin Mary, was the 
father of Jesus who is called Christ.” Three out 
of the four sets of authorities which Gospel Paral- 
lels so cites do not read this way at all, as anyone 
can find out for himself who consults the readings 
of Theta, the Phi group, and It in Huck-Lietzmann, 
a recent edition of Nestle, or other critical source. 
In other words there is one authority for the read- 
ing whereas Gospel Parallels erroneously cites four. 
Then the 1952 RSV Bible took over this error 
from the work put out under the aegis of its three 
leading members, but without naming the alleged 
authorities. In other words one was unable to check 
on the RSV because it did not list the alleged au- 
thorities, but the checking was done on the Gospel 
Parallels and the error proved. When this was done 
the RSV changed. 


Your letter speaks of the “original intentions” 
of the RSV Committee. Whether this error was a 
matter of intention or of carelessness I am unable 
to say. But it certainly was not a scholarly work 
at this point: 


In every edition of the RSV which I have seen 
there is another error which reflects upon the 
Virgin Birth of our Lord, namely, their inaccurate 
rendering of Luke 1.34. According to the Greek 
and the other versions this means that Mary had 
not had sexual relations with any man, that she 
was a virgin. The RSV translates the verse the 
same as it does that of the statement of the 
woman at the well of Sychar, John 4. 17—“I have 
no husband”—though the Greek of the two pas- 
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sages is entirely different. That is, the Greek of 
Luke 1.34 gives a virgin mother, the RSV merely 
an unmarried mother. 

Still a third error, or at least unsupported as- 
sertion, against the virgin birth is found in the 
RSV Introduction to the Old Testament. The RSV 
Committee took a Jewish scholar into their number 
and allowed him to write a chapter of their OT 
Introduction. In this the Jewish professor said, 
that “the Christological element had been intro- 
duced into the Septuagint” by primitive Christians. 
That is, this writer was permitted to charge the 
first century Christians with perverting the text 
of Isaiah 7.14, and permitted to offer this charge 
without one scintilla of evidence. 

And neither the RSV Christians on the Com- 
mittee, nor any of the agencies who helped pay the 
bill for this work of translating or who have pushed 
this RSV have ever (so far as I know) offered re- 
buttal or correction to this brazen charge. On 
the other hand, such early Christians as Justin 
Martyr and Irenaeus indignantly repudiated the 
accusation when it was made in their day. 

Indeed, for the RSV rendering of Isa. 7.14, the 
Jewish charge carried more weight than the Chris- 
tian endorsement, Mt. 1.23, of the LXX rendering 
of the Hebrew. While the RSV generally follows 
a valid LXX rendering of the Hebrew, in Isa. 7:14 
it relegates to the margin the LXX, virgin. 

—W. C. R. 





December 1958 


Professor Wm. Childs Robinson 
Columbia Theological Seminary 
Decatur, Georgia 


Dear Dr. Robinson: 

I think that the emphasis which you give to style 
of church architecture is quite interesting. One 
of the most attractive sanctuaries I have ever seen 
is that of the Lafayette Pres. Church in Norfolk, 
Va. They built a new one about ten years ago 
in the central-pulpit arrangement with a center 
aisle. The color scheme is green and white, the 
pulpit and platform chairs both being white. Their 
symbolism consists of stained-glass windows, with 
a stained glass window at the rear of the choir 
loft in which there is a cross and crown. To me 
it is perfect from the aesthetic viewpoint. 

Best wishes to you in your teaching vocation. 

Yours very truly, 
Thomas Schrodt 


December 6, 1958 
Dr. William Childs Robinson 
Columbia Theological Seminary 
Decatur, Georgia 


Dear Dr. Robinson, 


I am writing to thank you for your frequent 
editorials in the Southern Presbyterian Journal 
and to express appreciation in particular for the 
recent articles on Reformed Church Architecture. 

Just a few days ago, I came across an article in 
the Banner, the official publication of the Chris- 
tian Reformed Churches, dealing with the subject, 
“A Governing Principle for’ Reformed Church 
Architecture’. The article which you may be in- 
terested in reading is found in the October 17 
issue, pages 6-and following. It was written by 
Harry G. Arnold. 

We appreciate your continued good work at 
Columbia Seminary and pray God’s blessings upon 
your labors. 

Cordially yours, 
WSJ/se W. Stanway 
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THE JEWS 
ARE OUR 
CONCERN 


hen Jesus said, “inasmuch as ye did it not unto 

one of the least of these my brethren, ye did it 

net unto me,”’ He was affirming God’s covenant 
with Abraham and his seed, the Jewish nation — 
“tT will Bless them that bless thee, and curse him 
that curseth thee."’ Here is both group and individual 
accountability for our attitude toward the Jew. 


God has not forgotten His covenant people, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ warns us against neglecting 
them in their deep need 


Our Mission can be your channel of love and mercy 
to thousands of Jews in spiritual and material need 
in this and other lands. We invite you to share with 
us- in this cause so close to our Lord's heart. 


Write for a free copy of our 
bimonthly, THE EVERLASTING 
NATION with its most informative 
articles and reports- of world ~ 
Jewry. To new subscribers we 
shall send a two years’ subscrip- 
tion for the price of one year 
($1 per year). 





Or. Jacob Gartenhaus, President ; 


Dr. Robert G. Lee, Chairman Advisory Board, 
world-renowned minister and author. 


INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF 
IBIM JEWISH MISSIONS, INC. 
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Success of Second United World Missions Conference in 18 


Presbyterian Churches of the Chattanooga Area 


The editor of the Southern Presbyterian Jour- 
nal has urgently requested a report on the 
success of the 2nd United World Missions Con- 
ference conducted simultaneously November 30 
through December 7, 1958 in eighteen churches 
of the Chattanooga, Tennessee area. Articles 
have been printed in the Journal before and 
one is hesitant to present the matter again, but 
the editor is insistent that other churches may 
be stimulated to undertake similar conferences 
in the interest of carrying the gospel message 
to the uttermost parts in obedience to our Lord’s 
command. 


The simple idea of the World Missions Con- 
ference is to secure a good leader who will 
give the Bible message in a clear and inspiring 
way and who knows the missionary problem; 
capable and enthusiastic missionaries who can 
report on the work done abroad in winning the 
lost to Christ from many nations; and fine, dedi- 
cated young life as candidates, volunteers or ap- 
pointees who are ready to go out to carry the 
gospel to those who have never heard. Probably 
the unique feature connected with this present 
Conference was that eighteen churches were in- 
volved simultaneously in their own buildings, 
with their own congregations using some of the 
same leaders, missionaries and candidates to 
bring the message. 


The first united simultaneous World Mis- 
sions Conferences were held in 14 Chattanooga 
Presbyterian churches in October, 1957 and the 
results were excellent. They might be briefly 
summarized as follows: (1) Support for 152 
missionaries in 1958, (2) Pledges for $194,000 
for World Missions in 1958, and (3) Securing 
80 volunteers to go wherever the Lord called 
them. Through the solicitation of other pastors 
and all of those in the immediate Chattanooga 
area, four more churches were added—a new 
little church at Rivermount a suburb of Chat- 
tanooga, a church at Soddy some 20 miles away, 
and a church at Cleveland, Tennessee thirty 
miles away, with a new Presbyterian Chapel 
just started in Lakeview, Ga. under a student 
pastor. These eighteen churches represented by 
their pastors and World Missions Chairmen 
went enthusiastically about the 2nd United 
World Missions Conference. A luncheon was 
held for all the pastors and chairmen at The 
First Presbyterian Church early in the year 1958. 
An agreement was made on who should be 
called as leaders. Some of those agreed upon 
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By J. Park McCallie 





could not be secured at this time, but the nine 
leaders that agreed to come and did come were 
Dr. Harold John Ockenga, pastor of the Park 
St. Church, Boston, Mass., whose church has 
some 125 missionaries at a cost of over $250,000 
annually which it raises in World Missions 
Conferences; Dr. Jas. A. Jones, President of 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, vice chairman of the Board of World Mis- 
sions and who has made several trips to the 
mission field; Dr. C. Darby Fulton, executive 
secretary of the Board of World Missions, born 
in Japan of a missionary father, and who re- 
turned to Japan as a missionary and has been 
now the executive secretary for many years; Dr. 
Hugh Bradley, born in China of missionary 
parents, field secretary of the Board of World 
Missions, and a splendid advocate of the same; 
Lewis Lancaster, assistant to the executive sec- 
retary and a former missionary to China; Rev. 
Eugene Daniel, candidate secretary of the Board 
of World Missions, who has also seen missionary 
service on the foreign field; Dr. John W. Melton, 
Jr., pastor of The First Presbyterian Church, 
Baton Rouge, La., who has visited the fields in 
the Congo and in Mexico, and gave the most 
inspiring address at the World Missions Con- 
ference at Montreat during the summer of 1958; 


Dr. Clyde W. Taylor, executive secretary of 
the Evangelical Foreign Mission Association, 
with headquarters in Washington, D. C., a for- 
mer missionary to Colombia, South America 
and who has traveled extensively around the 
world in missionary advocacy; Dr. Frank Torrey, 
pastor of the Calvary Independent Church, 
Lancaster, Pa. who was asked to lead the Con- 
ference in the Westminster Presbyterian Church 
of Chattanooga. All of these men came and 
rendered marvelous service. Their messages were 
really inspired of the Holy Spirit, and created 
real enthusiasm. Missionaries who were secured, 
some of whom were supported by one of these 
Chattanooga churches, were as follows: 


Rev. and Mrs. Benson Cain of Japan; Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles C. Ansley, Brazil; Mr. and 
Mrs. Howard Cameron of Congo; Rev. Joe B. 
Hopper, Jr. of Korea; Rev. Earl S. King, Jr. of 
Congo; Dr. W. A. McIlwaine of Japan; Mr. and 
Mrs. Rob Roy Robertson of Congo; Rev. and 
Mrs. George R. Stuart, Jr. of Congo; Miss Norma 
Mae Sweeney of Brazil; Rev. and Mrs. J. M. 
Sydenstricker of Brazil; Mr. and Mrs. John S. 
Vass of the Congo. 
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Among volunteers and candidates who were 
sought the following came: Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
Cameron, now at Columbia Theological Semi- 
nary, former Professor of Mathematics at The 
Citadel, and going to Korea; Rev. and Mrs. 
Charles Cobb, Jr., now pastor of Alpine Presby- 
terian Church, Longview, Texas and going out 
to Brazil as a pilot-evangelistic missionary, who 
came in his own plane; Miss Miriam Dunson 
of Milledgeville, Georgia, going out to Korea; 
Mr. Masaya Hidino, now at Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary, a native Japanese who hopes 
to go as a missionary to his own people who 
have gone to Brazil by the tens of thousands; 
Rev. Tack Maxwell, son of missionaries in Brazil, 
who hopes to go there to continue the work 
his parents were conducting; Mr. and Mrs. Don- 
ald Munson, Jr. of Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
now at Columbia Theological Seminary. This 
last couple are tremendously interesting to all 
of us in Chattanooga because they are the pro- 
duct of our first World Missions Conference. 


Young Mr. Munson had a very fine job in an 
industrial plant here of which his father was 
President and he was vice-President. He was 
doing splendidly but he felt the call to carry 
the Gospel to Japan if it was the Lord’s will, 
and more and more conviction came to him 
that it was God’s will that he should leave the 
business world, as promising as it was, and as 
successful in it as he had been, and give his 
life wholly to making Jesus Christ known to 
those who had never heard of Him. 


Again this same thing was repeated this year 
in the call of some of our foremost young people 
to give their lives to the Lord in complete sur- 
render. At a united meeting Saturday in the 
First Presbyterian Church of the young people 
of all the Presbyterian churches, one hundred 
and twenty-five took a definite stand saying 
“Yes to the Lord, that they were willing to go 
wherever He called them to go. This meet- 
ing was led by Dr. Ockenga, concluded with 
refreshments in the dining room, after which 
was shown the remarkable picture, “A Cry in 
the Night”, made by Bob Pierce in Korea, 
bringing a most striking call to dedication of 
life to the Lord’s work in the foreign field. 


While there were complicated problems in 
sending missionaries long distances and chang- 
ing speakers (one of whom spoke four times in 
one day) from one church to another far dis- 
tant, nevertheless, almost without exception, 
every engagement was met. In spite of the air 
line strike, our chief leader, Dr. Ockenga, was 
here. The weather was good. Two officers 
from Carrollton Presbyterian Church in New 
Orleans came all the way to see and to hear and 
were thrilled with the messages. 
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There is nothing perfect in this world and 
one could wish for better attendance at some 
of the important meetings and for a greater 
degree of consecration on the part of church 
officials, but when the final results came in and 
were tabulated on the last two union meetings 
at the First Presbyterian Church, and the re- 
ports were received from all of the churches, it 
was found that we had gone “over the top” on 
the goals that had been set. On the last page 
of the program in which we printed the pictures 
of all the missionaries who were attending, of 
all leaders and of all the pastors of the eighteen 
churches, this was the wording: “Shall not the 
goal of these eighteen Presbyterian churches be 
to make our Lord Jesus Christ known to the 
lost world during 1959 by (1) supporting 175 
missionaries: (2) giving $200,000 to World Mis- 
sions; (3) securing 100 volunteers to go; (4) 
praving daily for their success?” The not-yet- 
totally-completed reports give this striking replv 
as the definite attainment of the second United 
World Missions Conference of the eighteen 
churches of the Chattanooga area: (1) Sup- 
porting 190 missionaries; (2) Pledging for World 
Missions during 1959 $207,000; (3) Securing 
125 volunteers to go; (4) Prayer support daily 
throughout the year 1959. 


Pastors and World Mission chairmen are 
happy over the results and we believe World 
Missions were brought to the front in the minds 
of many people in a new way. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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Is Love A Means of Grace? 


(Evangelism In Christian Education) 


by G. Aiken Taylor, Ph.D. 


Is Love a Means of Grace? 


That sounds like a notably dull subject for 
an article. 


But, I assure you, not necessarily! 


The Curriculum Study Report, issued by our 
Board of Education, about which more than 
somewhat has been said and written, raises 
several fundamental questions. Of these, none 
is more fundamental than this: how does a 
human being encounter the Almighty? or, under 
what circumstances may God and man meet? 


Assuming that human beings must enter into 
a personal encounter with the God and Father 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, what 
brings them together? And, having met God, 
what processes best promote man’s growth in 
grace and in the nurture of the Lord? Your an- 
swer to these questions will constitute your 
opinion on what theologians call the “Means 
of Grace,” which describes nothing more than 
the “helps” by which we receive what God 
pleases to give us. 


Rachel Henderlite, in a recent issue of Pres- 
byterian Action, stated the problem this way: 
“How does God speak to children? Shall we 
encourage children to memorize Scripture verses 
as a means of grace through which God may 
act in their lives? Will the familiar stories of 
the Bible become avenues of the Spirit? Or is it 
through the natural bonds of parental love and 
affection, and the understanding concern of a 
teacher that God’s grace is best conveyed?” 


Miss Henderlite has put the problem well. 
To place it in a Scriptural setting, we may say 
that the issue is whether we attain the Truth 
of God by means of Love, or whether the Love 
of God is shed abroad in our hearts by means 
of the Truth. 


Do we love God in order that we may know 
Him? Or do we first learn of God that we may 
love Him? 


In obedience to the Great Commission, do we 
desciple all nations by demonstrating our love 
for them, or by speaking the Truth in love to 
them? 


The question is not an academic one. The 
success of our entire program of Christian Ed- 
ucation depends on the answer we give to it. 
If Love is the Christian’s means of grace (the 
thing which brings us into communion with 
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God) then our curriculum should preoccupy 
itself with Love. Thus preoccupied, it will fea- 
ture ethics, manners, morals and wholesome liv- 
ing—in short, the expressions of Love in Life. 
Scripture, wherever used, will serve as “back- 
ground authority” for lessons which will be 
frankly on today’s application of Scriptural 
truth. Lesson units will follow themes such as 
“God at work in His world.” 


But if Truth is the Christian’s means of 
grace, then we will want our curriculum to be 
preoccupied with the Truth of God. If the 
Word of God, in other words, is the Christian’s 
contact with the Almighty, then we will want 
our literature to be full and running over with 
the Word of God taught by the best possible 
methods. Scripture will not be just background 
authority for each lesson, it will be the subject 
of the lesson itself. Courses will include Christ 
as Prophet, Priest and King. Studies in doctrinal 
subjects, such as the Lord’s Supper, will pore 
over the Scriptural references to the Sacrament, 
instead of dismissing the Doctrine with a brief 
word of explanation and then spending the hour 
on the practical implications of the doctrine 
for fellowship and Christian social service. 


There is a difference! 


Our World Missions program includes much 
that belongs to the category of Love in action. 
The medical work is a case in point. Diseased 
bodies are healed, on the mission field, in the 
loving Name of Christ. But are the heathen 
evangelized by the tender ministrations of those 
who touch and heal them? Or is the Gospel 
which regenerates them something to be added 
after the work of love has broken down re- 
sistance and made the mind and heart receptive 
to the message? 


Sometimes we may be tempted to think that 
Love is sufficient—or even primary. But such 
a philosophy of evangelism is no better than 
that of a St. Francis Xavier who traveled the 
Far East sprinkling holy water on all who would 
submit and who returned to report that he had 
evangelized 10,000 heathen. 


Now, the Curriculum Study Report contains, 
in addition to a splendid statement on the neces- 
sary centrality of the Bible, a strong section 
supporting the theory that Love, as such, is a 
primary means of grace. Witness this: 


“Faith cannot now be seen primarily as as- 
sent to a body of information about God or to 
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a series of theological propositions, but it must 
be seen as the response of a person to a Person 

The heritage of the church is not seen 
primarily as dogma but as a living faith which 
must be transmitted by means of the church’s 
witness but which must be kindled anew in the 
heart of every individual . . . The acts of God 
do not become revelation until an individual or 
community is able to interpret them as acts 
of God and responded to God in obedience. 
The teacher’s) goal is not to get the pupil 
to repeat creedal statements or theological prop- 
ositions . . . His responsibility as teacher is to 
bear witness to God’s revelation of himself in 
such terms as the teacher has experienced it . . . 
The primary goal of Christian education is the 
individual’s recognition of the presence of God 
in all experiences of life . . . Richard Niebuhr 
says that the goal of the church is the increase 
among men of the love of God and of neighbor. 
It becomes the function of the teacher to enter 
into the encounter at all points where human 
action is relevant, interpreting the experience 
as a genuine encounter with God, as an act of 
God in which God in his covenant love to men 
makes demands of man and promises the gift 


of life.” 


No one would deny the importance of “re- 
lationships” and “human action” and “example” 
in the teaching process. But is Love a primary 
means of grace? God loves us, but is His love 
quickened in our hearts by the warmth of His 
messenger’s heart or by the power of his Gospel? 
None would suggest that you can separate the 
two, but is the heart the gateway to the mind, 
or is the mind the gateway to the heart? If Love 
is the Way, then words are just an adjunct to 
demonstrations of love. If the Word is the Way, 
then loving acts are mainly the means to melt 
the heart so that it will receive the Word. 


If Love is our subject, as well as our object, 
we will fill our curriculum with courses on 
“Learning to Live With Others,” at home, in 
school and in God’s great outdoors. If the 
Word is our subject (as well as our Authority) , 
we will fill our curriculum with courses in Bible 
studies, Bible content, Bible teachings, Biblical 
theology. We will learn what John said about 
Jesus, what Paul said about Sin, what Peter and 
Jude said about false teaching and what the Be- 
loved Disciple said about the Second Coming. 


If Love is our guide, we may profitably spend 
our time investigating family, community and 
civic activities that promote good will. If Truth 
is our guide, we may go back to the forgotten 
disciplines of Catechism and Bible memorization. 


The question, I say, is not an academic one. 
But perhaps we may have to wait another gen- 
eration before we will be able, with authority, 
to say whether the psychologically adjusted and 
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Biblically ignorant men and women of our day 
were better Christians, better ministers and bet- 
ter theologians than their forebears to whom the 
Bible was a two-edged sword. 


And by the way, if Love is all we need to 
learn, then heathen peoples that learn to love 
under the example of their own teachers will 
not need the Gospel. But that this is not the 
way God works is amply demonstrated by those 
incidents in which the purchase of a Bible, the 
distribution of a tract, the burning words of the 
text have led uncounted thousands to that per- 
sonal encounter with a Person which regen- 
erates sinners. 


More About 
a Verse by Verse 
Study of the Bible 


By Ralph Brewer 





On August 13 The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal printed an article I wrote entitled 
“Seven Years of Bible Study” relating my ex- 
periences in a men’s Bible class. I have had 
inquiries. men asking questions and seeking 
more information, much to mv surprise. I 
appreciate the interest of persons who have 
written and perhaps the Editors of the Journal 
mav find snace for a second installment if it 
be of benefit to our Church. 


I have attempted to put down on paper 
these answers to certain questions, which may 
help you: 

We did not follow a set pattern in reading 
aloud in the Sunday School class. Sometimes 
IT asked a member to read until he tired or was 
interrupted. IT, or some member of the class, 
usually broke in after a few verses with a ques- 
tion or comment. At the beginning I did most 
of the reading and talking but the men grad- 
ually took over most of both. 


The class knew we covered three or more 
chapters each Sunday and I urged the men to 
read their Bibles at home during the week, 
keeping about four chapters ahead. I asked 
the men to study next Sunday’s “lesson” and 
come prepared to ask questions and discuss 
what they had read. 

The men developed a desire to talk. We all 
occasionally wandered off the subject and a 
few times I felt that the discussion was too pro- 
longed. This you may learn to correct and 
regulate. 


Several of the men used commentaries at 
home and we took possession of a set of the 
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church’s library books. We used reference Bibles 
and I have Halley’s Handbook, Young’s An- 
alytical Concordance, a Harmony and several 
other helpful volumes. 


At no session did we ever fail to develop 
interesting subjects and I dug up, saved and 
used every article and book I could find related 
to the Book we were studying. It is true that 
we hit snags and required professional advice. 
Our pastor was always available and enjoyed 
helping us. Often he sat in with us as an ob- 
server. 


The biggest mistake we made was going too 
fast. I think ten years would be a better time 
limit. We had no idea how long it would take 
when we started. 


If you ever plan to tackle this project, I 
suggest every man in the church be told about 
it and given ample time to decide whether he 
would like to participate. I do not know how 
you would teach the Bible but I am an old 
fogey when it comes to believing the Bible and 
I told the men I believe what the Bible says. 


When we finished our study, every man was 
praying publicly, speaking freely and every mem- 
ber of the class was either an elder or a.deacon. 
It was very unusual to have one member absent. 


At first I asked for volunteer readers and if 
no discussion developed I directed questions 
and requests for comments to the men I knew 
would not object. 


We skipped the “begat” chapters and Chron- 
icles, planning to go back to Chronicles but 
never did. 


Occasionally we would read a chapter which 
required no extended comments but I made 
sure every one understood what we had read 
and had no question and no comments before 
going to the next chapter. On a few occasions 
a whole “lesson” would be found in a few 
verses and this we enjoyed most of all. Many 
times we looked up and read references in other 
parts of the Bible. Before starting each Book, 
I made a few remarks about the author, the 
historical background and the Book’s purpose 
or spiritual place and value. You will be sur- 
prised at the number of times the “lesson” may 
be related to today’s problems. 


You will be surprised at the number of well 
known quotations you know, remember or have 
heard and didn’t know where they came from. 
You will be surprised by discovering the beauty 
of the Bible which we overlook as well as its 
wisdom. Best of all in it you will find God's 
love, lovingkindness and mercy. From the be- 
ginning I tried to tie together the Old and 
New Testaments. 


Each teacher or leader may develop his own 
system or mode of operation but I feel certain 
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that the men will enjoy the thrill of reading, 
studying and talking about the Word together. 
You will be pleased with their spiritual progress 
and delighted with their full participation. 
When you finish—ten years from now—you’ll 
have a class of experts. 


If I have failed to answer any questions you 
may have, write me. One of the members of my 
class called my attention to the omission of 
the fact that all members were elders and 
deacons when I wrote the first article. This I 
have now corrected. But let me say this: When 
I became the leader of the class I was neither 
deacon nor elder: When the study was com- 
pleted I had become an elder. 
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The Continuing Attack 


By Gordon H. Clark, Ph. D. 


It is no news for Bible believing Christians 
that the colleges and universities of our land 
contain men who take great pleasure in attack- 
ing the Bible. Many good people, however, par- 
ticularly those who are not in daily contact 
with academic realities, tend to forget that the 
attack continues year in and year out. For ex- 
ample, World Civilizations, by Burns and Ralph, 
is a textbook used in history courses in several 
universities. In Vol. I, pages 96 - 100, we read: 


“During the time of Moses . . Yehweh . . pos- 
sessed a physical body . . as capable of evil and 
wrathful judgments as he was a good .. . . Omni- 
potence was scarcely an attribute that Yehweh 
could claim, for his power was limited to the 
territory occupied by the Hebrews themselves. 
... The religion of this stage was neither pri- 
marily ethical nor profoundly spiritual . . . Old 
Testament scholars . . . doubt that the Ten 
Commandments in the form in which they are 
preserved in the book of Exodus go back any 
farther than the seventh century . . . By the 
ninth century the worship of Yehweh was 
scarcely distinguishable from the worship of the 
Phoenicans and Canaanite Ba’als . . . the fanati- 
cal preacher Elijah . The really important 
work of reform however, was accomplished by 
the great prophets—Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, and 
Micah . . . They did not demand a return to 
some age of simplicity in the past but taught 
that the religion should be infused with a new 
philosophy . . . Yehweh is not really omnipotent 
... Yehweh cares nothing for ritual sacrifices. . . 
In these doctrines was contained a definite re- 
pudation of nearly everything that the older re- 
ligion had stood for . . . The finest example of 
Jewish law was the Deuteronomic code . . . De- 
spite its claims to ancient origin, it was probably 
an outgrowth of the phophetic revolution.” 


Though a thorough examination of these pas- 
sages is not possible here, something can be 
briefly said about the final remark on Deuter- 
onomy. Underlying the reconstruction of He- 
brew history which these quotations give are 
two main points that have to do with the last 
book of the Pentateuch. First, Moses did not 
write Deuteronomy. It was written in the reign 
of Josiah 641 - 610 B. C. Second, the religion of 
Deuteronomy is an invention of the later proph- 
ets: Amos, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel. Since 
most college students, even those who have 
been raised in Christian homes, know next to 
nothing about the Old Testament, a few elemen- 
tary facts will not suffer by emphasis. 


Did Moses write Deuteronomy? The negative 
answer has been supported by the insistence that 
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no such claim is made in the book. Now, of 
course, there is no verse that reads, I Moses, 
wrote this book. But neither do Caesar’s Gallic 
Wars contain the sentence, I, Caesar, wrote this 
book. Very few books have such a sentence. 
But the claim that Moses wrote Deuteronomy is 
plainer than any evidence of Caesar’s author- 
ship in the Gallic Wars. 


Deut. 1:1 reads: “These be the words that 
Moses spake . . .” Now, even if this refers only 
to the speeches in the book, and not to the con- 
nective narrative, still Moses would be author of 
nine-tenths of the material, for the speeches are 
the bulk of the book. An even clearer claim to 
Mosaic authorship is found in Deut. 31:24: 
“And it came to pass, when Moses had made an 
end of writing the words of this law in a 
book e ¢ a 


It is sometimes said that Moses could not 
have written Deuteronomy because the last chap- 
ter describes his death. This is a rather disin- 
genuous argument. Obviously it was quite pos- 
sible for Joshua to add a chapter in order to 
conclude the story of Moses’ life. Why should 
not an editor or publisher add a final statement 
to an autobiography? The argument is hardly 
honest because the main question is whether 
or not the laws of the book are of Mosaic origin: 
and the laws constitute the main part of the 
book. Does Deuteronomy picture the religion 
of Moses’ day, or is it an invention of the later 
prophets? An added chapter on Moses’ death 
is beside the point. 


The verses quoted above plus other indica- 
tions should be sufficient to prove that the 
book claims to be Mosaic. If, in spite of this, 
the book is not Mosaic, it must be a fraud; and 
if it is a fraud, it is inconsistent with the 
righteousness it insists upon. The prophetic 
forgers, then, who so strongly protested against 
dishonestv, must have been dishonest men. 


Now, the destructive critics indeed call it a 
fraud. They say that it was written in the reign 
of Josiah 641 - 610 B. C. 


II Kings 22:8 and II Chron. 34:14 say, “And 
Hilkiah, the high priest, said unto Shaphan the 
scribe, I have found the book of the law in the 
house of the Lord. And Hilkiah gave the book 
to Shaphan and he read it.” 


What II Kings actually says is easily under- 
stood: the people of Israel, led by sinful Kings, 
had so neglected the Law that even the books 
were forgotten. Then the good King Josiah in- 
stituted a reform, and in cleaning out the temple 
the old book was discovered. 
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But the critics say: Josiah wished to strengthen 
Jerusalem; one of his plans was to centralize all 
worship there; and since this had never been 
done before, he had a book written and claimed 
it was a discovery. This book was Deuteronomy 
because Deut. 12: — requires worship to be 
centralized in one place. 


In opposition to this destructive view, a view 
which makes the exponents of righteousness dis- 
honest forgers, note that Hezekiah, nearly one 
hundred years before Josiah, had attempted a 
reform and had insisted on a central sanctuary. 


II Kings 18:22, If Chron. 32;12, and Isa. 36:7 
give the words of Rabshakeh, the general of 
Sennacherib, who came to threaten Hezekiah. 
He sent this message: “If ye say unto me, We 
trust in the Lord our God: is that not he whose 
high places and whose altars Hezekiah hath 
taken away and hath said to Judah and Jerusa- 
lem, Ye shall worship before this altar in 
Jerusalem.” 


Rabshakeh, the Assyrian general, knew that 
Hezekiah had destroyed the idolatrous groves 
and had restored the sacrifices to Jerusalem. 
Therefore Josiah could not have been the first, 
and there was no need for him to write a forgery. 


For that matter, we can go back to Solomon, 
who built the temple in Jerusalem. The dedica- 
tion was an important event, and I Kings de- 
scribes it at length. In Solomon’s prayer of dedi- 
cation (I Kings 8:22-53) , there are echoes of the 
wording of Deuteronomy. He speaks, as Deu- 
teronomy does, of God’s choosing the city and 
putting his name there. Hence there is no reason 
to say that Josiah forged a book and invented 
the idea of centralized worship. 


On the contrary, this was Moses’ idea (re- 
ceived from God by revelation) and is found in 
Deut. 12. The fulfillment did not come in 
Joshua’s day, or even in Samuel’s. This delay 
may at first seem strange. But in Deut. 12:10 
it says that God will centralize the worship after 
the Israelites have defeated their enemies, so 
that they dwell in safety, and the land in peace. 
This did not occur until David defeated the 
Philistines. 


The second point the critics try to make — 
and of course the two points go together — is 
that the religion of Deuteronomy is a late de- 
velopment, and invention of Amos and Isaiah. 
These critics assert that the religion of Moses’ 
time was as vile as that of the Canaanites. One 
of them speaks of the early Yehweh as a jealous 
demon who belched fire from the crater of a 
volcano. Comparisons are sometimes made with 
Moloch. Now, it is to be admitted that after 
the time of Joshua and also in the time of 
Ahab, the main body of Jews became idolators. 
This is precisely what Deuteronomy prophesies 
in 31:29: “I know that after my death, ye will 
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utterly corrupt yourselves and turn aside from 
the way which I have commanded you.” 


But the message of the Judges and the 
Prophets was always to return to the God of 
their fathers and to the Law of Moses. There 
is no hint of the invention of a new religion. 
This point should be emphasized somewhat. 


The critical claim is that the God of the 
Hebrews was an original tribal deity, fierce and 
vile like those of the surrounding nations. The 
later prophetic religion is the invention of Amos, 
Isaiah, and Jeremiah — these are the great re- 
ligious geniuses who first thought of a new 
sort of God and turned the old vile religion into 
ethical monotheism. 


Now, what do the prophets themselves say? 
Were they conscious of inventing a new religion? 
Did they claim to be religious geniuses? Did 
they believe that the old religion was like that of 
Chemosh and Moloch? These questions are in 
fact pointedly answered by Jeremiah. 


Ter. 2:5 ff. says, “Thus saith Jehovah, What 
iniquity have your fathers found in me?” This 
question is a pertinent one. For, if the God 
proclaimed by the prophets was so utterly dif- 
ferent from the one whom past generations of 
Israelites had known — if the old God had 
been like Moloch — the people might have an- 
swered Jeremiah by saying: that old god, the 
god of our fathers, was full of iniquity, and the 
God you preach is so different that you have no 
right to call him the god of our fathers: you 
ought to use a totally different name. But is 
this the answer to Jeremiah’s question? The 
true answer is given in Jer. 2:1]: “Hath a na- 
tion changed their gods, which are yet no gods? 
but my people have changed their glory for that 
which doth not profit.” Thus Jeremiah, far 
from inventing a new religion, accuses the peo- 
ple of having taken on a new religion, a vile 
religion; and he here calls them back to the 
God of their fathers whom they had forsaken. 
Yes, the Israelites had become idolators, but 
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they had descended into idolatry from the pure 
worship of the time of David, of Samuel, and of 
Moses. 


The later prophets never think of themselves 
as innovators. They recognize the preeminence 
of Moses. Isa. 10:26 in predicting the defeat of 
the Assyrians compares the Lord’s work with the 
rod of Moses. Isa. 63:11 speaks of punishing the 
disobedient Israelites; but after a time the Lord 
will bring the punishment to an end because 
He will remember the days of old, Moses, and 
his people. Jer. 23:6-8 notes that up to his time 
the exodus from Egypt has been the great event 
for which God should be praised; but there is 
coming a future day when the Lord shall do 
something greater. Since Jeremiah puts this 
greater event in the future, it is clear that up 
to his time, including his own ministry, the 
events of Moses’ life have been the most im- 
portant. These and other verses show that 
the prophets regard Moses as their superior. 
They do not put his work on a level with their 
own, far less do they put it on a lower level; 
quite the contrary they compare the work of 
Moses with God’s great eschatological de- 
liverance of Israel in the latter days. 


Since Isaiah and Jeremiah gave no hint of 
inventing a new religion and do not claim to 
be greater than Moses, and in fact place them- 
selves lower than Moses, one may wonder why 
the unbelieving critics make the claims they 
make. The reason is not hard to find. It is 
that they are unbelieving critics. Deuteronomy 
contains predictive prophecy. It predicts a cen- 
tralized worship. Now, these critics do not be- 
lieve that the Bible is revelation. They take it 
as ordinary literature. They do not believe that 
God has spoken. 


But if God has not spoken, then Deuteronomy 
cannot contain predictive prophecy. It is be- 
yond the power of ordinary men to predict 
events that will happen hundreds of years in the 
future. Hence the passages that contain a men- 
tion of centralized worship and which speak of 
an Assyrian captivity must have been written 
either after or immediately before these events 
took place. Therefore the critics conclude that 


Deuteronomy was written between 640 and 
610 B. C. 


Now, some people tire of a discussion like 
this. They say, it all happened so long ago that 
it makes no difference to us. Whether Moses 
believed in a vile god or not — what difference 
does it make? Somebody got the idea of ethical 
monotheism and it is the idea that is important: 
historical credit may be a matter for historians, 
but for us it is the idea. 


True enough, this all happened long ago. 
But the dates and the persons are still of great 
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importance even to the least academic Christian. 
For, in the first place, it makes a great difference 
whether God has spoken. If God could not have 
spoken through Moses, why should anyone be- 
lieve that God spoke through the prophets? And 
if God has not spoken through prophets, why 
should we pay very much attention to their 
newly invented religion? But in the second 
place there is much more important reasons 
why these matters are of vital concern to every 
Christian today. It makes a great difference to 
us whether Christ knew what he was talking 
about. When Christ was tempted by Satan in 
the wilderness, on each of the occasions he 
quoted Deuteronomy. Was he justified in quot- 
ing Deuteronomy to Satan? Suppose Satan had 
replied, Oh, you are quoting from a later for- 
gery! Then in Jn. 5:46 Jesus said, “Had ye be- 
lieved Moses, ye would have believed me, for 
he wrote of me.” 


Did Moses really write of Christ? If Christ 
was completely mistaken in saying so, and if 
Moses never wrote these things, if the prophetic 
religion and the book of Deuteronomy is all a 
forgery, if, I say, Christ was so completely wrong, 
could we have any assurance that it would be 
wise to trust him further? If God did not speak 
by Moses, did He in these last days speak to us 
by his Son? 
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THE CHILDREN’S PAGE. Wade C. Smith. 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
$1.25. 


For many years, Wade C. Smith has been a 
snecialist in the field of writing for children. 
He knows how to write for entertainment and 
instruction and to present Bible truths in a grip- 
ping style. 


The 80 stories found in this volume are repro- 
ductions from-the author’s contributions to the 
Southern Presbyterian Journal. This “Children’s 
Page” has evoked favorable responses all over the 
United States and some from foreign lands. Dr. 
Smith states that the main object of the sketches 
is to help parents and teachers to sow Bible truth 
into the minds and hearts of the little folks before 
they go out into the absorbing temporal interests 
and allurements of the world about them. 


What is your favorite story? It is quite likely 
that you will find it here. This reviewer found 
his in “Grey Friar’s Bobbie”’. 


Parents and teachers will find these stories ex- 
ellent, both the Bible stories and the nature 
stories with their Biblical applications. They are 
written interestingly and understandably for small 
children. There is a great deal of good teaching 
material in them. 


-John R. Richardson 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 25 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus Reveals His Authority 


Background Scripture: Matthew 21:1-27 
Devotional Reading: Colossians 1:15-20 


Jesus said to His disciples in Matthew 28:18, “All power (authority) is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost”. If we turn to Psalm 2 we see that God has given this world to the Son for 
His possession: The Lord said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee. Ask of 
me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for 


thy possession. 


I would like to just use the Devotional Read- 
ing as the best introduction to a lesson on the 
authority of Jesus. As one member of the 
Triune Godhead He has all the authority of 
God. I wish to begin my quotation from Colos- 
sians I with verse 13: “Who hath delivered us 
from the power of darkness, and hath trans- 
lated us into the kingdom of His dear Son: 
In whom we have redemption through His 
blood, even the forgiveness of sins: Who is the 
image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every 
creature: For by Him were all things created, 
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, vis- 
ible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all 
things were created by Him, and for Him: and 
He is before all things, and by Him all things 
consist. And He is the head of the body, the 
church: Who is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead; that in all things He might 
have the preeminence. For it pleased the Father 
that in Him should all fulness dwell; and, hav- 
ing made peace through the blood of his cross, 
by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself: 
by Him, I say, whether they be things in earth, 
or things in heaven”. Who can read this pas- 
sage and not recognize (1) that Jesus Christ is 
the eternal Son of God, and (2) that His au- 
thority is absolute? We can sing All hail the 
power of Jesus’ name, Bring forth the royal 
diadem, and crown Him Lord of all. Some day 
every knee shall bow and every tongue confess 
Him as such to the glory of God the Father. It 
is His will that men honor the Son even as 
they honor the Father. I would not think very 
much of a man who said to me, I like you, but 
I have no use for your son. If we honor and 
love God, we must honor and love His Son for 
He is His beloved Son in Whom He is well 
pleased. 
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I. His Authority as King: “thy King Cometh” 
Matthew 21:1-1] 

This event is usually called, “His Triumphal 
Entry”. He prepared for this demonstration and 
show of authority, even though He knew that 
the cross awaited Him. It is a foretaste of the 
time when He shall come to reign and rule. 
As they came near the city of Jerusalem Jesus 
sent two disciples to a nearby village to procure 
the colt upon which He was to ride. This is 
the only recorded instance of His travelling in 
this way. There is a simple lesson for us in 
what He told the disciples to say, if any man 
questioned their loosing the ass, and the colt; 
“the Lord hath need of them, and straightway 
he will send them”. Are we ready to say this 
about anything we have? If the Lord needs it, 
are we willing He should use it? I am sure that 
He needs our hands and feet and tongues, and, 
above all, our love: He needs us all in His 
work. Will we say, Here am I, use me, even me, 
in thy service? 

Matthew is careful to tell us that all this was 
done to fulfill the prophecy in Zechariah 9:9 
“Behold thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, 
and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon 
an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass”. It 
is interesting to trace these minute prophecies 
and see how they were fultiiled. In just the 
same way the prophecies concerning His second 
coming will be fulfilled. 


A very great multitude, some before Him, and 
some following, began to spread their garments 
in the way and cut down palm branches spread 
them, while they shouted, Hosanna to the Son 
of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name 
of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest. Were 
some of these also in the multitude that, a few 
days later, cried, crucify Him? I would not be 

' 
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surprised if some were, for a crowd is fickle and 
easily moved. The multitude a few days later 
in Jerusalem was instigated to act as they did 
by the chief priests and leaders. It is possible, 
however, that some who shouted, Hosanna on 
this occasion, shouted, crucify, as Pilate asked, 
What shall I do with Jesus? I have seen two 
public men in my own lifetime who were 
praised to the skies one year and frowned upon 
the next. Many of those in Jerusalem were not 
with this crowd, for they asked, Who is this? 
and were told that, This is Jesus the prophet of 
Nazareth of Galilee. This was enough to 
prejudice some against Him. 


II. His Authority Over the Temple: Mat- 
thew 21:12-16 

He had exercised this authority once before 
at the beginning of His ministry. (see John 
2:13-17) It does not take long for the same 
sins to creep back into the service of God. In 
the account in John He had to drive out the 
oxen and sheep. I fear that sometimes in our 
day we make the church a piace of merchandise 
instead of a house of Prayer. Jesus went so 
far as to charge them with making it a den of 
thieves. In the Old Testament in times of 
apostasy the Temple was neglected and des- 
ecrated and was finally destroyed. The neglect 
of church is a sign of spiritual depression. One 
of the good signs of today is the way new church 
buildings have been erected and remodeled and 
beautified. There is hardly a church in our 
section of the country that has not been made 
more attractive. In these new and better build- 
ings let us keep our worship pure and pleasing 
to the One we worship. Strength and beauty 
are in the sanctuary and the Lord is pleased 
when we take care of our churches. However, 
the strength and beauty which pleases Him most 
is strength of character and the beauty of 
holiness. We dedicate our churches to the Lord. 
It is a terrible sin to desecrate them by allowing 
worldly business or amusements to come into 
these sacred precincts. The Lord was certainly 
displeased with Aaron and the Israelites when 
they made the calf and were trying to worship 
Him in heathen dances. We cannot be too care- 
ful in our treatment of His House. Then, this 
is to be remembered; our bodies are the temple 
of the Holy Spirit. Let us keep them pure and 
clean and holy also. 


Ill. The Barren Fig Tree: 17-22 

The lesson which Jesus taught in this in- 
cident was a lesson on faith, as we see in verses 
21 and 22 and also in the parallel account in 
Mark. It shows His authority over all the veg- 
etable kingdom which He created. There is 
perhaps a symbolic meaning here. He came 
seeking fruit in the Jewish nation. A curse was 
coming upon the Jews as He pointed out when 
He wept over Jerusalem and said, How often 
I... and ye would not. Their house was to be 
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desolate and dried up very much as the fig tree. 
Something like forty years and Jerusalem was 
to be destroyed even as this tree. 


However, Jesus stresses the importance and 
power of faith. The disciples were surprised 
and marvelled, saying, How soon is the fig tree 
withered away! Jesus said to them, if ye have 
faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only ‘do this 
which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye 
shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, 
and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done. 
And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in 
prayer, believing, ye shall receive. This is a 
tremendous promise. What wonderful miracles 
have taken place when prayer and faith unite! 
Lord, increase our faith; Lord, teach us to 
pray! 


IV. Who gave Thee This Authority? 23-27 

By what authority doest thou these things? 
This was a natural question for the chief priests 
and elders to ask for their hearts were hardened 
in unbelief. They had seen enough to know 
beyond the shadow of a doubt that He was their 
promised Messiah. They had closed their eyes 
to all of the evidence, and stopped their ears 
to all of His preaching and teaching and 
hardened their hearts against Him. So they 
asked this double question. I suppose they 
wished to imply that none of those in authority 
in Jerusalem had given Him permission to 
cleanse the temple and do other things which 
He did. 

Jesus caught them in their own trap. I will 
also ask you one thing The baptism of 
John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men? 
They reasoned among themselves and saw that 
they were caught. If they said, from heaven; 
he will say unto us, why do ye not then believe 
him? But if we shall say, of men; we fear the 
people; for all hold John as a prophet. So 
they said, we cannot tell. Then Jesus said, 
neither tell I you by what authority I do these 
things. It is strange how far unbelief will go. 
Ye will not come unto me; will not believe on 
Me, even though you have all the evidence of 
my perfect and sinless life, my works, my words, 
and my resurrection. Even a blind man ought 
to see, and the blind do see, except those who 
are blinded by unbelief. Oh, the terrible power 
of unbelief! 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 25 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Assembly's Youth Sunday 


. Secure permission from the Session to pre- 
sent the Youth Sunday Program to the 
congregation on January 25. 


2. Call together representatives and adult 
leaders of all youth groups in the church to 
form a program planning committee. 


3. Determine the nature and length of the 
program and work out an order of service. 


4. Choose those who are to present the var- 
ious parts of the program and notify them. 


5. Arrange for music, using young people, if 
possible. 


3. Appoint young people to publicize the 
program with posters, special announce- 
ments, etc. 


. Arrange for as many practice sessions as 
you will need. 


. Determine how the offering will be divided 
and used. 


Suggested Hymns: 


“Send Out Thy Light” 

“I Am Thine. O Lord” 

“Christ for the World We Sing” 
“Christ Is the World’s True Light” 


Scripture: I Corinthians 3:9-17 and 6:19-20 


Leader’s Introduction: 


We are glad for this opportunity to come 
before you as the young people of your church. 
You have a right to know what we are doing, 
and we find it helpful to ourselves to take stock 
of our youth work. We are also glad for this 
time when we can express our thanks to you 
for making this a church where the work of 
the young people is given a place of importance. 
We hope that the reports you hear from the 
various youth organizations will be encouraging 
to you and that we can merit your continued 
interest and support for our work. Hear now 
what your young people are doing to serve 
Christ and the community! Reports from Youth 
Organizations: (Church groups, church spon- 
sored scouts, etc.) 


(These reports should be prepared with the 
help of the adult leaders, but they should be 
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presented by young people. Be sure to include 
activities, studies, projects, accomplishments, and 
plans. You may want to give a summary of 
regular weekly procedure.) 


Inspirational Message: (To be given by a young 
person) 


When anyone reveals to us something of a 
startling nature our thinking is apt to follow a 
regular pattern. If, for instance, you are told 
that your neighbor is angry with you, you first 
want to be sure that it is true, then you want to 
know why, and finally you want to know what 
can be done about it. 


In I Corinthians 6:19-20 we read these words, 
“Ye are not your own, for ye are bought with 
a price.” That is a startling announcement! Of 
all the things which we think belong to us, we 
are most certain that our lives are our own, 
but the Bible says, “No”. If we are Christians, 
we cannot even claim possession of our lives. 
We belong, body and soul, to God. There are 
a great many who call themselves Christians 
who have never reckoned with this idea, and 
there are still others who admit it in theory but 
not in practice. 

This is a startling idea, and it is unquestion- 
ably true. There is nothing indefinite about 
the claim which God makes. It is the teaching 
of Scripture. We do not have to make involved 
deductions and interpretations in order to arrive 
at this idea. We have only to consider the clear 
and unmistakable words of the Bible, “Ye are 
not your own”. That is what God says, and 
that is what He means. 


Then, according to the pattern of conven- 
tional thinking, comes the question “Why?”. 
If we are not our own, why are we not? If we 
belong to God, how did He gain possession of 
us? These are reasonable questions, and God, 
through His inspired writer, gives us a reason- 
able answer. He passes over one claim which 
He has to us. He created us, and He can claim 
possession of us by right of creation. In the 
passage in I Corinthians He passes over the 
claim by right of creation and goes to His 
highest claim. We are His because He bought 
us. When we, through our sin, had repudiated 
His ownership by right of creation, He sought 
to possess us again, this time by purchase. 
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It is not unheard of that a person should 
buy the life of another. Wherever slavery is 
practiced men invest their money in the lives 
of other men. Why do they do it? It is a good 
investment. They need the service of men, so 
they buy the service by purchasing the life of 
the man that can give it. This is not to say 
that owners never have any feeling of affection 
for their slaves, but it is to say that profit, 
not love, is the basic motive in slavery. 


Has God bought us to be His slaves? Did 
He purchase us because He needed us? The 
answer is “NO”. It can be proved in two ways. 
First, a weak, sinful man is not profitable to 
God. He is not dependent on our feeble, blund- 
ering efforts to operate His universe. In the 
second place, God paid a price for us that no 
man would ever be willing to pay for the 
purchase of a slave. God paid for our lives with 
the life of His only begotten Son. It was life 
for life; the life of God for the life of man. 
The motive was unmistakably that of immeasur- 
able love. When we ask, “Why are we God’s 
possession?” we see that it is because He bought 
us, and above and beyond that, because He 
loved us. 


Then comes the final question, “So what?”. 
If we are the possessions of God, having been 
purchased because of His love, what are we 
to do? The Scripture again gives a clear an- 
swer: we are to glorify God in our bodies and 
in our spirits. Until our lives are dedicated to 





the glory of God, we have not recognized His 
claim on us. 


There are many ways of glorifying God, but 
they all flow from the life which is dedicated 
to making Christ known to the world. If we 
are Christians, Christ’s Spirit is in us. Are we 
letting Him show through our lives? Do our 
words and our deeds in every hour of every day 
indicate that Christ is in us? Are we seeking 
to introduce people to the Christ in us? This 
is the way that God is glorified. 


This is God’s word to every Christian: young 
or old, rich or poor, but it should be especially 
meaningful to young people who still have so 
much of life before them. Our church con- 
tinues to remind us of the tremendous need for 
ministers, missionaries, teachers, and directors 
of Christian education. Are our spiritual ears 
open to know if God is calling some of us to 
glorify Him in the work of the church? Are 
any of us ever tempted to say, “It is my life, 
and I don’t want to live it that way.”? Re- 
member, Our lives are NOT our own, they are 
God’s. Are we being fair with Him unless we 
are at least willing to consider giving these 
lives of His to the work of His church? 

Offering (Be sure to explain to the congrega- 
tion how the offering is to be divided and used. 
Have a prayer of dedication.) 

Closing Hymn 


Benediction by the minister 
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Nominating Committee of 
The General Assembly 


The General Assembly’s Permanent Nominating 
Committee will meet in Atlanta, Georgia on March 
9, 1959. Any member of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. who wishes to make recommendations 
for persons to serve on the Boards or Committees 
of our Assembly is requested to send the recom- 
mendations to any one vu: vic Nominating Com- 
mittee members, whose names and addresses are 
listed below: 


Rev. Henry P. Mobley, Chairman 
Highland Presbyterian Church 
1001 Cherokee Road 
Louisville 4, Kentucky 

Mr. John B. Salsbery 
American Casualty Company 
Reading, Pennsylvania 

Rev. C. E. Mount 

851 W. Cape Rock Drive 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri 
Rev. Robert F. Jones 

1000 Penn Street 

Fort Worth, Texas 
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Rev. C. Lynn Brown 
1704 Oberlin Road 
Raleigh, North Carolina 


Mrs. J. W. McQueen 

815 North Cleveland Drive 
Albany, Georgia 

Rev. J. N. Thomas 

3401 Brook Road 
Richmond 27, Virginia 

Mrs. Robert F. Howe 

8 Terrace Drive 

Helena, Arkansas 

Dr. W. Edward McNair 


Agnes Scott College 
Decatur, Georgia 
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Atlanta—(PN)—A second-hand five-string ban 
jo and a silver bowl were the presents given to Dr. 
and Mrs. Arthur Vann Gibson when they completed 
15 years’ service at Morningside Presbyterian 
Church here. 


At a reception in honor of the pastor, the Morn 
ingside congregation surprised their pastor by giv- 
ing him a relatively rare banjo of a type for which 
he had been hunting for some time. Dr. Gibson, a 
Peabody Award winner for his religious TV pro 
gram, The Pastor’s Study, is an expert ballad singe 
and performer on banjo and guitar. He also does 
a lot of counseling with aleoholics, and thereby 
the story began. His good guitar was loaned to a 
despondent alcoholic and has never found its way 
home. The singing preacher needed a new banjo 
or guitar, but told his family that an old fivestring 
banjo, of a sort that is rarely manufactured any 
more, was the instrument he wanted. They were 
asked to help him find such a music box. 


Members of the congregation learned of the 
search and quietly located one of the rare instru- 
ments—in the home of an elder of the church, Dr. 
Rual Stephens, deputy superintendent of Atlanta 
Public Schools. The reception and the presentation 
of the gifts were foot-patting and hand-clapping 
successes when Dr. Gibson expressed his thanks 
with several old favorites. He began his ministry 
at Morningside in late 1943, and was installed as 
pastor on Dec. 6 of that year. 


Athens—(PN)—Construction has begun on the 
new Presbyterian Student Center, Westminster 


JANUARY 7. 1959 


DR. AND MRS. ARTHUR VANN GIBSON 
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House, at the University of Georgia. Excavation 
for foundations began the second week in Decem- 
ber, and actual construction began last week on 
the $170,000 center. Occupancy by Presbyterian 
tudents attending the University is scheduled by 
late July, 1959. 

Pardue Construction Company of Commerce is 
the contractor, having been awarded the contract 
in late November. Architects are Heery and Heery 
»f Athens and Atlanta. Contract cost of the build- 
ing is $169,976, which is being given by Georgia 
Presbyterians. A state wide campaign for these 
funds, and others to develop work among students 
at other Georgia state colleges was held a year 
ago, with pledges of more than $275,000. 


Westminster House is to be constructed of 
masonry on steel on a plot 110 by .236 feet at 1250 
South Lumpkin Street, just south of the Agriculture 
Extension Building and across from the University’s 
football field. The building plans include a small 
and a large seminar, a movie projection stall, 
lavatories and cloakroom, and ample storage space, 
in addition to the eleven main rooms: chapel, li- 
brary, workrooms, offices, lounge, fellowship hall, 
and an efficiency apartment for the student care- 
taker. Special features include special lighting for 
stage areas, two fireplaces, accoustical treatment, 
complete air conditioning, and basic kitchen ap- 
pliances. Plans for the future call for adding a 
folding stage, and complete public address and 
high-fidelity sound system will be installed. A 
large lot to the rear of the house will be made 
into a parking lot. 
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It is not unheard of that a person should 
buy the life of another. Wherever slavery is 
practiced men invest their money in the lives 
of other men. Why do they do it? It is a good 
investment. They need the service of men, so 
they buy the service by purchasing the life of 
the man that can give it. This is not to say 
that owners never have any feeling of affection 
for their slaves, but it is to say that profit, 
not love, is the basic motive in slavery. 


Has God bought us to be His slaves? Did 
He purchase us because He needed us? The 
answer is “NO”. It can be proved in two ways. 
First, a weak, sinful man is not profitable to 
God. He is not dependent on our feeble, blund- 
ering efforts to operate His universe. In the 
second place, God paid a price for us that no 
man would ever be willing to pay for the 
purchase of a slave. God paid for our lives with 
the life of His only begotten Son. It was life 
for life; the life of God for the life of man. 
The motive was unmistakably that of immeasur- 
able love. When we ask, “Why are we God’s 
possession?” we see that it is because He bought 
us, and above and beyond that, because He 
loved us. 


Then comes the final question, “So what?”. 
If we are the possessions of God, having been 
purchased because of His love, what are we 
to do? The Scripture again gives a clear an- 
swer: we are to glorify God in our bodies and 
in our spirits. Until our lives are dedicated to 





the glory of God, we have not recognized His 
claim on us. 


There are many ways of glorifying God, but 
they all flow from the life which is dedicated 
to making Christ known to the world. If we 
are Christians, Christ’s Spirit is in us. Are we 
letting Him show through our lives? Do our 
words and our deeds in every hour of every day 
indicate that Christ is in us? Are we seeking 
to introduce people to the Christ in us? This 
is the way that God is glorified. 

This is God’s word to every Christian: young 
or old, rich or poor, but it should be especially 
meaningful to young people who still have so 
much of life before them. Our church con- 
tinues to remind us of the tremendous need for 
ministers, missionaries, teachers, and directors 
of Christian education. Are our spiritual ears 
open to know if God is calling some of us to 
glorify Him in the work of the church? Are 
any of us ever tempted to say, “It is my life, 
and I don’t want to live it that way.”? Re- 
member, Our lives are NOT our own, they are 
God’s. Are we being fair with Him unless we 
are at least willing to consider giving these 
lives of His to the work of His church? 

Offering (Be sure to explain to the congrega- 
tion how the offering is to be divided and used. 
Have a prayer of dedication.) 

Closing Hymn 


Benediction by the minister 
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Nominating Committee of 
The General Assembly 


The General Assembly’s Permanent Nominating 
Committee will meet in Atlanta, Georgia on March 
9, 1959. Any member of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. who wishes to make recommendations 
for persons to serve on the Boards or Committees 
of our Assembly is requested to send the recom- 
mendations to any one vz uc Nominating Com- 
mittee members, whose names and. addresses are 
listed below: 


Rev. Henry P. Mobley, Chairman 
Highland Presbyterian Church 
1001 Cherokee Road 
Louisville 4, Kentucky 

Mr. John B. Salsbery 
American Casualty Company 
Reading, Pennsylvania 

Rev. C. E. Mount 

851 W. Cape Rock Drive 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri 
Rev. Robert F. Jones 

1000 Penn Street 

Fort Worth, Texas 
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Rev. C. Lynn Brown 
1704 Oberlin Road 
Raleigh, North Carolina 


Mrs. J. W. McQueen 
815 North Cleveland Drive 
Albany, Georgia 


Rev. J. N. Thomas 
3401 Brook Road 
tichmond 27, Virginia 
Mrs. Robert F. Howe 

8 Terrace Drive 
Helena, Arkansas 

Dr. W. Edward McNair 
Agnes Scott College 
Decatur, Georgia 
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DR. AND MRS. ARTHUR VANN GIBSON 


Atlanta—(PN)—A second-hand five-string ban 
jo and a silver bowl were the presents given to Dr. 
id Mrs. Arthur Vann Gibson when they completed 
years’ service at Morningside Presbyterian 
Church here 


At a reception in honor of the pastor, the Morn 
ingside congregation surprised their pastor by giv 
ng him a relatively rare banjo of a type for which 
he had been hunting for some time. Dr. Gibson, a 
Peabody Award winner for his religious TV pro 
gram, The Pastor’s Study, is an expert ballad singe? 
and performer on banjo and guitar. He also does 
a lot of counseling with alcoholics, and thereby 
the story began. His good guitar was loaned to a 
despondent alcoholic and has never found its way 
home. The singing preacher needed a new banjo 
or guitar, but told his family that an old fivestring 
banjo, of a sort that is rarely manufactured any 
more, was the instrument he wanted. They were 
asked to help him find such a music box. 


Members of the congregation learned of the 
search and quietly located one of the rare instru- 
ments—in the home of an elder of the church, Dr. 
Rual Stephens, deputy superintendent of Atlanta 
Public Schools. The reception and the presentation 

the gifts were foot-patting and hand-clapping 
successes when Dr. Gibson expressed his thanks 
with several old favorites. He began his ministry 
at Morningside in late 1943, and was installed as 
pastor on Dec. 6 of that year. 


Athens—(PN)—Construction has begun on the 
ew Presbyterian Student Center, Westminster 


JANUARY 7, 1959 


House, at the University of Georgia. Excavation 
for foundations began the second week in Decem- 
ber, and actual construction began last week on 
the $170,000 center. Occupancy by Presbyterian 
tudents attending the University is scheduled by 
late July, 1959. 


Construction Company of Commerce is 
t ‘ontractor, having been awarded the contract 
in late November. Architects are Heery and Heery 
»f Athens and Atlanta. Contract cost of the build- 
ing is $169,976, which is being given by Georgia 
Presbyterians. A state wide campaign for these 
funds, and others to develop work among students 
at other Georgia state colleges was held a year 
ago, with pledges of more than $275,000. 


Westminster House is to be constructed of 
masonry on steel on a plot 110 by 236 feet at 1250 
South Lumpkin Street, just south of the Agriculture 
Extension Building and across from the University’s 
football field. The building plans include a small 
and a large seminar, a movie projection stall, 
lavatories and cloakroom, and ample storage space, 
in addition to the eleven main rooms: chapel, li- 
brary, workrooms, offices, lounge, fellowship hall, 
and an efficiency apartment for the student care- 
taker. Special features include special lighting for 
stage areas, two fireplaces, accoustical treatment, 
complete air conditioning, and basic kitchen ap- 
pliances. Plans for the future call for adding a 
folding stage, and complete public address and 
high-fidelity sound system will be installed. A 
large lot to the rear of the house will be made 
into a parking lot. 
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Dr. Thomas A. Fry, pastor of Druid Hills Pres- 
byterian Church, Atlanta, is the chairman of the 
Georgia Synod’s Committee on Campus Christian 
Life which is guiding the construction of West- 
minster House. James N. Hartford of Athens is 
chairman of the local building committee. 





LOUISIANA 


Presbyterian Layman Elected President 
of International House 


New Orleans—(PN)—George 5S. Dinwiddie, 
prominent Presbyterian layman, has been unani- 
mously elected president of International House 
here. 


Mr. Dinwiddie, who served as first vice-president 
during the past year, succeeds Richard W. Freeman 
as president. Mr. Dinwiddie is president of the 
New Orleans Public Service Inc., president of the 
New Orleans Tidewater Development Association, 
a director of the Greater New Orleans, Inc., and 
International Trade Mart. He is a past president 
of the Chamber of Commerce for his city. 


Mr. Dinwiddie was chairman of the local ar- 
rangements committee when the Southern Presby- 
terian layman held their convention in New Orleans 
in 1954. 


Other officers elected to serve with Mr. Din- 
widdie included: Capt. Neville Levy, first vice-presi- 
dent; Maurice Barr, Dr. Alton Ochsner, and Jo- 
seph W. Montgomery, vice-presidents; State Rep. 
Barranger, secretary; B. C. Brown, treasurer. 





MISSISSIPPI 
Dr. Charles A. Kennedy, Sr. 


TAYLORSVILLE—Dr. Charles A. Kennedy Sr., 
72, of Taylorsville, Miss., long-time member of 
Meridian Presbytery, died suddenly at his home 
on December 16th. 


He was a native of Simpson county and a grad- 
uate of the University of Tennessee Medical School 
and had practiced medicine at Taylorsville for 23 
years. Earlier he had lived in the Cohay community 
near Raleigh, Miss. 


Dr. Kennedy was a member of the American 
Medical Association, American Academy of Gen- 
eral Practitioners, Central Mississippi Medical So- 
ciety, Mississippi Medical Association, the Ameri- 
can Association of Railway Surgeons and a member 
of the American Legion. He was a retired Navy 
reserve officer. 


Dr. Kennedy was a charter member of the Tay- 
lorsville Presbyterian Church, which was built in 
1952, serving as a ruling elder since the church 
was organized in 1950. Previous to this, he was 
an elder of the Sharon Presbyterian Church, Magee, 
Mississippi for many years. 


Survivors include his wife; two sons, Dr. Charles 
A. Kennedy, Jr., and Max M. Kennedy, both of 
Taylorsville; two daughters, Mrs. J. W. Walker of 
Taylorsville and Mrs. J. L. Weems of Laurel; and 
seven grandchildren. 


Funeral services were held at the Taylorsville 
Presbyterian Church with Rev. L. A. Beckman, 
Rev. O. H. Welborn and Rev. W. A. Hall officiating, 
and burial was at the Sharon Cemetery. 
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NORTH CAROLINA 


Maxton—December 24, 1958. A Distinguished 
Visitor’s Program at Presbyterian Junior College 
has been made possible by a grant of $500 from 
the Board of Christian Education of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., in Richmond, Va. The college 
is matching this fund so that $1,000 will be avail- 
able for this program. Beginning Friday, Feb- 
ruary 6, an outstanding educational authority in 
the field of political science will speak at the col- 
lege chapel, take part in classroom discussions, and 
speak at an open meeting at 7:30 in the evening 
in the college auditorium, to which the public 
will be invited. The speaker for this occasion will 
be announced later. Other outstanding educators 
and distinguished scholars will be invited to the 
college during the spring semester in the fields of 
business, science, Christian education, the hv- 
manities, sociology and psychology. 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Clinton—Religious Emphasis Week at Presby- 
terian College is set for March 10-14, and six 
speakers already have been secured by the spon- 
soring Student Christian Association, it was an- 
nounced today. 


Activities will center around the theme “Go Ye 
into all the World and...’’, with each speaker de- 
veloping some phase of this topic for classroom 
discussion. Under the new procedure adopted last 
year, student groups will move from seminar to 
seminar to permit each leader to concentrate on 
his single phase of the theme and to encourage 
discussion by the student audience. 


Speakers already secured for the March pro- 
gram are: Dr. Marc Weersing, pastor of the 
Spartanburg First Presbyterian Church; the Rev. 
Dave Miller, missionary to the Belgian Congo; 
Chaplain Loren T. Jenks of Fort Jackson; Mrs. 
Fountain I. Chapman, Charlotte psychiatric as- 
sistant; the Rev. Marshall James, pastor of the 
Greer (S.C.) Church of the Good Shepherd (Epis- 
copal); and Dr. H. Park Tucker, Protestant chap- 
lain at the Federal Penitentiary in Atlanta. 





Clinton—Fifteen Presbyterian College alumni 
currently are enrolled at the Medical College of 
South Carolina in Charleston, the PC alumni of- 
fice announced today. 


Other recent PC graduates undergo post-graduate 
work in medicine at medical colleges and univer- 
sities in other states, but the South Carolina stu- 
dents represent the largest group at any single in- 
stitution. Those Presbyterian College men now 
studying in Charleston include: 


Earl C. Alford of Spartanburg; Frank Young, 
Charles Johnson, Henry Blakely Burton and Guy 
Blakely, all of Clinton; Sam Workman of Laurens; 
Edward Hay of Wadmalaw Island; Eugene Butler 
of Conway; Tommy Warren of Allendale; David 
Neville, Jr., of Newberry; Bill Stacy and James 
Hentz, both of Anderson; Cloud H. Hicklin of 
Richburg; John P. Brown of Laurens; Tommy 
Richards of Heath Springs. 
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TENNESSEE 


hville—(PN)—Plans for the construction of 
a 21°400,000 five story apartment home for elderly 
persons on a city site not yet selected were ap- 
proved at the recent meeting of the Nashville Prs- 
tery here. 


The building will include 135 units. Some will 
be single rooms and others will be two room suites 
as the building will accomodate individuals and 
couples. Each unit would be self-contained, with 
bath, pullman-type kitchen, and perhaps a balcony. 
Residents would supply their own furnishings and 
other equipment. 


Included in the structure will be a communal 
dining room, a chapel, library, physical and hydro- 
therapy center, and an arts and crafts center. 
Possibly a barber and beauty shop will be included. 


Dr. Thomas C. Barr, pastor of Trinity Presby- 
terian Church, Nashville, is the chairman of the 
special committee of Presbytery which recom- 
mended the building. 


Dr. Barr said the center would “embody the 
new philosophy of positive living which is so essen- 
tial to elderly people.” He also explained that 
each resident would be expected to pay from 
$1,500 to $2,000 to the apartment corporation for 
a life-time lease, plus about $175 to $200 monthly 
for rent, food and services. 


TEXAS 


Houston—(PN)—Philip H. Howerton, Modera- 
tor of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., during a series of speaking engage- 
ments in Texas, spoke here at the First Presby- 
terian Church on Dec. 10. 


Mr. Howerton warned that the call of God is 
not for the sole benefit of Protestantism, Presby- 
terians, or Southern Presbyterians, but for all 
people. 


Speaking before an estimated 300 church mem- 
bers gathered in the Fellowship Hall of the church, 
the Moderator retraced the life of Simon Peter, 
disciple and leader of the early church. Mr. Hower- 
ton said that the world is still in darkness as it 
was in the day when God set his chosen people in 
Israel. 


“The glamour of Hollywood has dressed im- 
morality and degeneracy in the most attractive 
possible forms . . . Injustice is seen in almost every 
human relationship . . . management policies, un- 
bridled labor practices . . . Political aims of selfish 
men in every section of our land have increased 
racial tensions and have made difficult any prog- 
ress in racial relations”, he pointed out. 


Howerton called for teaching young people the 
danger of immorality and asked that the influence 
that converted Christian businessmen and labor 
leaders can have never be ignored or forgotten. 
He also said, “we as Christians cannot shirk our 
plain duty constantly to seek means of racial un- 
derstanding’. He warned that the powers of dark- 
uess are in control of governments of nearly a 
third of the world’s people, “blatantly denying the 
very existence of God.” He said that this should 
only serve to emphasize the need for a redoubled 
world mission effort. 


Mr. Howerton, an insurance executive from 
Charlotte, N. C., said his grandfather was a pioneer 
in Texas. Mr. Howerton’s Texas speaking engage- 
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around Jesus helps us understand re- 
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actions. The last chapter is a com- 
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ments in December included addresses in the city 
of Dallas, a meeting of ministers in Austin at the 
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, and St. 
Stephens Presbyterian Church in Houston. The 
dinner program at the First Church here was spon- 
sored by the Men’s group, and presided over by 
W. H. Avery, president of the Men’s organization. 
Representatives from all Presbyterian Churches in 
the city attended. 
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Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 
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Honea Path, S. C. 


T. R. Martin, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning. S.C. 
W. M. Gettys, Jr., 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 
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KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 


Delmer Tolliver, Mar.-Prop. 


Mar.-Prop. 


STORES ARE 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 


W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckham, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 

Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

Elmo Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 

J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 

ARKANSAS 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Paragould, Ark. 
W.H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


OHIO 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
loe Kelly Mar.-Prop. 
MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 


A. McCaskill. Mar.-Pron 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


“Imported Natural Pongee All Silk, Flame-resistant, 13 Momme, @ $1.19” 
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